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DETAILED ACTION 

This final rejection is in reply to the remarks filed March 13, 2006, by which 
claims 1 , 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 16, and 1 7 were amended, claims 3,4,7, 18, and 1 9 were 
cancelled, and claims 21-24 were added. 

Claim Objections 

The noted claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

o “may pivotably be moved” should be changed to -are pivotably moved- in 
line 7 of claim 1 . The use of the word “may” is renders the claim indefinite 
in that “may” can also be interpreted to mean “may not” therefore allowing 
the claim to be anticipated by a structure comprising a non-pivoting 
extension; 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the “permanently 
extending attachment members” (see Claim 16, Line 10) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
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prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New 
Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. In particular, the claim limitations set forth 
attachment members “permanently extending” from each extension. The specification 
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does not set forth nor do the drawings show a permanent attachment between the 
attachment members and the extensions. The specification recites, “In the present 
embodiment, by way of example, the attachment support 44 includes bores 130 for 
receiving attachment members 24 depending therefrom.” (See Paragraph [0033]). 
Further, the drawings show a non-permanent attachment by way of Figure 5, which 
shows the attachment members as removed from the bores. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8-17, and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 1 ,236,212 to Saladee, and further in view of US 
Patent No. 5,901 ,888 to Schneider et al. 

Saladee discloses a collapsible clothes rack comprising: a freestanding support 
5; a base 2 rigidly connected to the support; and a plurality of extensions 9 pivotally 
connected to the support and including attachment members 23 capable of directly 
engaging and supporting articles of fabric, wherein said extensions pivot between a first 
position parallel with the support and a second position at an angle relative to the 
support (see FIG. 1). Saladee further discloses said support being a generally vertical 
post; said extensions extending generally horizontally from the support when in the 
second position; and said base permitting rotation of said support about its central axis 
(see Saladee, Lines 64-72). 



Saladee does not disclose: 
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a. Said attachment members capable of directly engaging and supporting the 
articles of fabric when the extensions are in both said first and said second positions 
(Claim 1): 

b. Said extensions including a securable end for being secured to said 
support when in the first position to provide the support for the articles of fabric directly 
engaged therewith (Claim 6); 

c. A latch mechanism to secure said extensions (Claim 8); 

d. Said latch mechanism disposed within the support and selectively 
operated to release the securable end of the extension to permit pivoting between the 
first and second positions (Claim 9). 

Schneider et al. disclose a clothing organization device comprising a central 
support 1b, and a plurality of extensions 5 and 6 having pivot ends 7a, 7b and securable 
ends 5a, 6a and including apertures 10 for receiving a plurality of attachment members 
for directly receiving items thereon. Schneider et al. recite, “Several conventional 
hangers can be attached on each arm, allowing clothing to be hung by hangers on the 
device in an organized fashion...” (see Abstract, Lines 6-8). The “conventional hangers" 
as disclosed by Schneider et al. serve as attachment members, which attach to the 
extensions and directly support articles of clothing analogous to the attachment 
members of the present application. Schneider et al. further disclose said extensions as 
pivotally movable between a first position where the extensions are generally disposed 
vertically relative to the support, and a second position where the extensions are 
generally disposed horizontally relative to the support (see FIG. 1). 
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With respect to a, Schneider et al. disclose said attachment members capable of 
directly engaging and supporting articles of fabric when the extensions are in both said 
first and said second positions. Schneider et al. recite, “It is a further object of the 
present invention to provide a hanger that improves utilization of storage space both 
horizontally and vertically. It is a further object of the present invention to provide for a 
hanger allowing compression of clothing to further improve utilization of storage space.” 
(See Column 2, Lines 36-43). 

With respect to b, Schneider et al. disclose said extensions including securable 
ends 5a,6a to secure said extensions in said first position to provide support of the 
articles directly engaged therewith via attachment members (see FIG. 1). 

With respect to c, Schneider et al. disclose a latch mechanism 3,4 for engaging 
and securing said securable ends 5a,6a of said extensions (see FIG. 1). 

The Saladee and Schneider et al. references are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor — hanging clothes racks. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the extensions 
disclosed by Saladee with those as disclosed by Schneider et al., including the 
attachment means, and to further include the latching means 3,4 as set forth by 
Schneider et al. within the elongated openings 8 as disclosed by Saladee in order to 
engage the securable ends of the extensions to Schneider et al. 

Schneider et al. set forth motivation for providing a clothes storage device with 
the extensions and latching means disclosed. Schneider et al. recite, “Most clothing 
organization systems poorly utilize all available space. The typical "bar and hanger” 
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system requires hangers to be spaced horizontally, leaving sufficient space between 
hangers to accommodate clothing or accessory items. This typically does not allow for 
effective use of vertical or horizontal space within the closet or other storage space. In 
addition, most clothing organization systems do not allow for the “compression” of 
clothing.” (See Column 1 , Lines 21-28). Schneider et al. continue, “It thus appears that 
there is a need for a clothing device, method, and system for clothing organization that 
overcomes the problems of the prior art. These problems include poor utilization of 
vertical and horizontal space in closets, lack of use of compression of clothing, 
difficulties with retrieving stored clothing, and failure to facilitate organized storage of 
clothing, such as in groups or outfits, using a hanger having a plurality of hang 
locations, such as holes, for fixedly holding conventional hangers, accessory holders, 
an attachment point for chaining together hangers, or a method and system to allow 
clothing on the arms to be compressed by pivoting the arms upward.” (See Column 2, 
Lines 21-32). 

There would be a reasonable expectation of success for combining the Saladee 
and Schneider et al. references. First, the substitution of the pivoting extensions set 
forth by Schneider et al. in place of those as disclosed by Saladee would be successful 
and easily implemented because both extensions are connected via a pivot pin at their 
lower ends. Second, the inclusion of the latch mechanism would be successful, in that it 
is disposed within the sidewall of the device support body. It would be obvious and 
successful to dispose said latching mechanism in the sidewall of the support disclosed 
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by Saladee in the same manner, so that said latching mechanism communicates with 
the substituted extensions. 

With respect to d, in the above set forth combination of elements of the 
respective devices to Saladee and Schneider et al., the latch mechanism is disposed 
within the support and selectively operated to release the securable end of the 
extensions to permit pivoting between the first and second positions. 

In regard to claim 1 1 , the combination of the Saladee and Schneider et al. 
references as set forth above sets forth a post supported by a base; a latch mechanism 
disposed within an opening in the post; and a plurality of extensions adjustably 
connected to the post and movable between a first position to provide access to clothing 
items stored thereon and a second position to provide compact or “compressed” 
arrangement of the clothing; wherein a securable end of said extensions is inserted into 
a slot in said post , said latching mechanism being disposed in said slot. 

In regard to claims 12-14, 21, and 23, Schneider et al. disclose the attachment 
members as set forth above. The examiner takes official notice that the attachment 
members would obviously include both hooks and clamps. Schneider et al. discloses 
said device as capable for supporting “conventional hangers" and “accessory holders” 
(see Column 2, Line 29). Conventional hangers and accessory holders are well known 
in the art to respectively include both hooks and clamps. 
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In regard to claim 15, it is inherent within the Schneider et al. reference that said 
attachment means are capable of rotating independently of the extension in various 
directions. 

Insomuch as understood in view of the 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections set forth above, 
in regard to claim 16, the combination of the Saladee and Schneider et al. references 
discloses all of the claim limitations as set forth above. 

In regard to claims 17 and 20, the combination of the Saladee and Schneider et 
al. references set forth above, by which each extension as disclosed by Saladee would 
be replaced by an extension as disclosed by Schneider et al., provides a device 
comprising a first set of a plurality of extension disposed above a second set of a 
plurality of extensions, each of said extensions being independently and selectively 
positioned. 

In regard to claim 22, the latch mechanism as taught by Schneider et al. includes 
a rod 3a,4a, defined as a thin or straight piece of material, which extends horizontally 
and moves vertically to engage and disengage the securable end of the extension. 

In regard to claim 24, the combination of Saladee and Schneider et al. as set 
forth above includes a device comprising a plurality of extensions disposed within the 
post for selectively securing the plurality of extensions in the compact position and 
supporting the clothing items thereon. 

With respect to recitation regarding attachment members directly engaging and 
supporting articles in both first and second positions, it is noted that since this recitation 
is functionally reciting specific unclaimed elements (articles), a reference need not 
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explicitly show use with those elements. Rather, a reference need only be capable of 
being used in such a way as claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The claims as rejected above are not patentable over the prior art noted. Claim 
22 sets forth the latch mechanism in broad terms; however the Examiner believes the 
claims may hold patentable weight if the particulars of the latch mechanism as set forth 
in the disclosure that Applicant regards as patentable over the prior art are incorporated 
into the limitations of a claim further including the particulars of the structure of the rack 
itself, the extensions, the attachment means, and their respective operations. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

o US Patent No. 6,702,129 to Harris 
o US Patent No. 5,022,617 to Henderson 
o US Patent No. 3,964,61 1 to Galen et al. 
o US Patent No. 2,469,494 to Bushko 
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o US Patent No. 1,587,676 to Patterson 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jared W. Newton 
April 19,2006 
JWN 





